
Intercepted!
(Or almost everything you wish you had known about 

Temporary Flight Restrictions!) 

Cliff Chetwin, Gold Seal/Master CFI; Lead FAAST Rep



“How Lucky DO YOU FEEL?”

Dirty Harry

Unauthorized TFR “Participants”
May Have a Really Bad Day!



What is the problem 
magnitude?

• NORAD RECORDS SHOW 36,000 “AIR DEFENSE” ACTIONS 
SINCE 9/11 (through 2009)

• Two were to shadow commercial aircraft that actually had 
hijackers on board, but…

• …Over 50% involved general 
aviation aircraft that strayed 
into “protected” 
airspace…mostly TFR’s!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss magnitude of the problem and GA’s “culpability”



QUIZ:  These people have a demonstrated interest 
in SUA.  What is it?

President Barak Obama (D)
Sec/State Hillary Clinton (D-NY)
Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY)
Andrew Spano (D)-County Executive

Westchester, NY
Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)
Michael Chertoff-DHS (ex)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss politicians at all levels have introduced legislation claiming GA is a safety risk, irresponsible, and aimed at restricting GA access to NAS



Victor Routes

Class A,B,C,D,E,G

How many kinds of Special Use 
Airspace are there?

Prohibited Area

Restricted Area

Military Operations Area

Warning AreaAlert Area

Controlled Firing Area

Slow Speed Route

Low Altitude Tactical Navigation Route

Air Defense Identification Zone

Military Training Route
Cruise Missile Route

Aerial Refueling Route

National Security Area

Flight Restricted
zone

Transition ZoneTemporary Flight
Restriction

(that’s 23 for now!)



What is the magnitude of your 
TFR risk? 

On any given day…
(7/11/02)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discuss Fire related TFRs may be the most visible to GA pilots but note the TFRs in eastern ½ of US



Who causes the problems?

#1:  Relief Aircraft

#2:  General Aviation

#3: “Working”
Aircraft#4: Military

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note relief A/C are bound by TFRs as well…common misconception among pilots!  Note GA is in the dubious #2 slot leaving GA open to criticism and restriction.



What’s Your TFR IQ?

How long can you lose your
flight privileges for busting

a TFR?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FAA handbook says standard is 90 days but most typically 120 days is now the opening proposal.  Longer if losses were incurred.



FAR 91.103

§ 91.103 preflight action.
“Each pilot in command shall, before 
beginning a flight, become familiar with 
all available information concerning that 
flight…”

The Catch-ALL FAR!



14CFR 91.139

“When a NOTAM has been issued under 
this section, no person may operate an 

aircraft, or other device governed by the 
regulation concerned, within the 

designated airspace, except in accordance 
with the authorization, terms, and 

conditions prescribed in the 
regulation covered by the NOTAM.”



Other penalties for
busting a TFR…?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transition for next 2 slides and point that criminal penalties are being used as well as the expected 14CFR civil penalties.  FAA is no longer “clowning” around about TFR violations



Penalties are NOT limited to civil!

“I want to assure you that pilots who commit 
inadvertent violations of TFRs are not 
subject to criminal charges and fines under 
49USC 46307.  The FAA will refer to the 
Department of Justice for criminal 
prosecution only TFR violations…that 
involve willful conduct.”

Bobby Sturgell 2009
FAA (while acting Administrator)



Flight instructor liability…

• “…(we) will 
determine who the 
last instructor was 
who endorsed the 
pilot involved in 
the deviation.”

FAA 2010



What is a TFR?

A “TFR” is a NON-CHARTED*,  
TEMPORARY, flight RESTRICTION 
imposed by the FAA, at the request of a 
responsible party, in order to enhance 
aviation safety.

Prohibited or restricted activities are codified in 
14CFR 91.99, 14CFR 91.137, 14CFR 91.138, 
14CFR 91.141, 14CFR 91.143,  14CFR 91.144, 
and 14CFR 91.145

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pilots unsure about process and flight requirements; requesters confuse “restriction” with “prohibition”;  also note “temporary” isn’t so temporary anymore.



QUIZ:  What’s Your TFR IQ?
• Who can fly through 

a TFR?
• How high are TFRs?
• How big are TFRs?
• What is the shape of 

a TFR?
• Do TFRs go away at 

night?

• Bonus:  Who 
authorizes TFRs?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quiz audience to get discussion going and assess level of understanding for rest of presentation



NOTAM 101
• NOTAM (D) & (L):
• Effective 1/28/2008 combined into a single 

“D” NOTAM format:
– information regarding all navigational facilities that 

are part of the NAS, all public use airports & 
seaplane bases listed in AFD

– information includes taxiway closures, equipment 
on/near the runway, & airport lighting aids that do 
not directly affect instrument approaches (ie: 
VASI)

– Improved classification system: “pointer & 
Keyword”



NOTAM 101

• NOTAM (FDC): information which 
is regulatory in nature, including 
airspace restrictions, and which cannot 
wait for the publication cycle

These are transmitted once and are 
kept on file at FSS until cancelled.  
(AFSS only keeps those within 400nm!)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Caution when using Lockheed Martin system and pay attention to where the briefer that answers the phone is actually located



The “Pointer”- All NOTAMS



“Decoding” the Pointer



Item #4…the “Keyword”

• Insert key word graphic



NOTAM Number
Effective period
Location
FAR authority (14CFRx)
Area encompassed
Altitudes affected
Justification
Agency directing relief effort (if applicable) 
Coordinating FAA facility

What TFR information do you get 
from an FDC NOTAM?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note FDC notam format was not updated in 2008 tom include keywords when D and L update was made and they can be somewhat random in their wording



• NOTAM Number 3/9461 - CA.. FLIGHT RESTRICTION
• Location ARNOLD, CA
• Effective Period EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE
• FAR PURSUANT TO 14 CFR SECTION 91.137A(2)
• Area encompassed TEMPORARY FLIGHT RESTRICTIONS ARE IN EFFECT 

WITHIN A 5 NAUTICAL MILE RADIUS OF 
382644N/1195648W AND THE MODESTO /MOD/ 
VOR/DME 029 DEGREE RADIAL AT 068 NAUTICAL 
MILES

• Altitudes affected AT AND BELOW 11,500 FT MSL

• Justification TO PROVIDE A SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR FIRE 
FIGHTING ACFT OPERATIONS

• Agency directing relief effort (if applicable)
THE CALIFORNIA DEPT OF FORESTRY SOUTHERN 
OPERATIONS, RON RUSTEN PHONE 209-532-3786/ 
FREQ 123.025

• Coordinating FAA facility
RANCHO MARIETA /RIU/ AFSS, PHONE 916-354- 
0610



“Standard” configuration is…
…3 nautical miles radius & surface to 2000’ agl; 
degrees/minutes/seconds; and it is in effect until 
cancelled in writing.

Standard distribution is through an FDC NOTAM
although in limited cases only a NOTAM(D) is issued

#0/1219

115



“Who Ya’ Gonna’ Call?”

Would you use 
an outdated 
FAR as a 
reference?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lead into strategies for getting current TFR info



Our First Stop…TFR.FAA.GOV



NOTAM Contents 
(page 1)



NOTAM Contents 
(page 2)



NOTAM Contents 
(page 3)



NOTAM Contents 
(Sectional Page)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Site benefit is TFR overlayed on geo-referenced sectionals



Airspace.nifc.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
USDOI real time 365/24/7 web site



NOTAM 101

Beware:  NOTAM data 
may not be current!

(Go to Part 2 of this presentation)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A watchout and an enforcement “gotcha”…pilot is still liable EVEN if there was no TFR at time of briefing!
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